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Death Row

Just like Death Row the last stage of the criminal justice system, Death Row is the last
part of this paper’s body of data. As Graph 1.2 shows, currently (April 2014), 22% of all men
on North Carolina Death Row that named Buncombe County as their county of residence are
black, as opposed to 7% of the population (Graph 1.1). That may seem like an unusually big
gap, but in North Carolina, where more African-Americans than whites are on Death Row, the
22% in Buncombe County are just the reflection of a statewide trend. There is no graph for
women, because no women from Buncombe County are currently on Death Row.
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Graph 4.1 shows
percentages similar to the ones
depicted in Graph 3.1; the
number of black women that
were arrested on sight during a
traffic stop is only slightly
higher than the population of
black women. On-view arrests
of black men, on the other
hand, are disproportionally
higher (32%).
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Traffic Stops

Asheville Police Department Traffic Stops in 2013

Before taking a look at the
APD-data it is crucial to have a basic
idea of the general demographics of
Asheville. As Graph 1.1 shows, the
vast majority of Ashevillians are
white, only 13% are black. Other
races, including two or more races,
make up 11% of the population'.

When contrasted with APD-
data’, massive racial discrepancies
become apparent. Graph 2.1 displays
the racial makeup of all females
stopped by APD. When comparing
the two graphs it becomes apparent
that African-American women are
stopped by APD more often than the
graph 1.1 would suggest; 13% of the
population is black, yet 21% of
females APD stopped are black.

African-American males are
even more likely to be stopped by
the police in Asheville: 39% of men
stopped are black, as Graph 2.2
shows, making them about 3 times
more likely to get into a traffic stop
than their white counterparts.
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2 All data that does not concern population is from the year 2013, and has been released by the North

Carolina Department of Justice



However, a traffic stop is only
the first phase of an encounter with
law enforcement. The second one is
citation issued by the police. When it
comes to female African-Americans,
as Graph 3.1 shows, there is no
notable difference between the
population and the women that were
issued citations by APD. With black
men, however, we see a moderate
increase of 3%.
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When looking at the
data from the Buncombe
County Sheriff’s Office, the
most notable thing is that the
percentages for females are 7%
for both traffic stops and
citations issued, and 6% for on-
view arrests. So there is no
significant difference to the
population of African-
Americans in Buncombe
County. Black males, however,
are overrepresented in every
category, especially in traffic
stops.
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Generally speaking, African-American men make up an over proportionally large
number, in APD’s and BCSO’s statistics. Both law enforcement agencies show the largest
racial discrepancies in traffic stops of black men compared to the actual male African-
American population in Asheville or Buncombe County. In fact, when it comes to that
particular group both institutions show the same pattern of racial discrepancy (massive in
regard of traffic stops and on-view arrests; mild in regard to citations issued), varying only in
the extent black men are overrepresented in their data. This is not to play down the
disproportionally high number of black women in APD’s data. Ending on a good note, the
Buncombe County Sheriff’s Office’s statistics show no racial discrepancies for women of

color.
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Solutions

Education

Looking at the massive growth of the prison population in the US in the past 40 years,
' conventional “tough-on-

LOS ANGELES COUNTY crime” and “lock-em-up”
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risk of incarccration4, as
well as to rehabilitate
prisonerss. Increasing
funding for schooling of
inmates can lower the
recidivism rate, while
investment in public
schools lowers the
number of people going
into prison in the first
place.
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performing schools are in
the high-incarceration areas, and 68% of the high-performing schools are in the low-
incarceration areas’, as Graph 1.1 shows.
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2014 NC Prison Population By Race and Grade Level
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Graph 1.2 dlsplays the grade level of puson ‘inmates. The vast majonty of | pnsoners
have not completed b grade, meaning they are high school dropouts. Contrasting that with
the low number of inmates who have completed at least 13 years of school, in other words
attended college for at least one year, shows how higher education correlates with not going
to prison.

However, public policy in the past years has been going another direction: state
funding for the prison system has been growing at a much larger rate than funding for
education’. In fact, education’s share of expenditure for state and local governments has been
decreasmg
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